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Minutes of ECSU Executive Meeting Lent II 

Held on 24 January 2010 at 5pm 
Old Court Museum 

In attendance: Luke Montague, Charlotte McClean, Ben Spurgen, Sara Montakhab, 

Yvonne Zhang, Alison Underwood, Maiuran Chandrakumaran, Tom Marriott, Elliott 

Dobson, Sam Freeman, Clem Edwards, Harry Wyatt, Aidan Hopkins, Amadea Bentheim, 

William Woodhead, Henry Ogden, Richard Chew 

Apologies: Vidur Khanna, Kim Roper 

 

1. Recap Session 

Henry told the Exec about his organisation of the first ‘Emma Ent’ of term (to be held on 

Weds 27th). Everything is in place for a successful (and hopefully profitable) night! 

Luke has attended a training day in London, which was useful. 

2. Alcohol 

Luke explained Dr. Barnes’ concerns about alcohol in college. He has worries about 

drinking games (ie. Pennying) in Formal Hall, and drunken behaviour making members 

of College feel uncomfortable in the bar. There is also the issue of mid-week drinking 

affecting students’ academic performance. 

Dr. Barnes suggests writing the names of all involved in formal swaps down and giving 

them to College in a sealed envelope, which would only be opened in the event of a 

problem. The Exec did not feel that this was necessary, or that it would be effective, 

considering the last-minute nature of many swaps. 

It was suggested that Formal Hall should be made more ‘special’ in order to improve 

behaviour.  

Luke will pass on these views in his next meeting with Dr. Barnes. 

 

3. CUSU Hustings 

After receiving much sympathy for having fallen off her bike, Ali explained that CUSU 

wish to hold a Hustings event at Emma. A suitable location was discussed. The bar was 

dismissed as it is too small and candidates may not be heard. It was considered that the 

Queen’s Building is too formal, and that students would be less likely to attend Hustings 

if the event were held there. The most popular option was the Old Library, as it is 

versatile in terms of audience numbers, and has a ‘friendlier’ atmosphere. 

When a date is confirmed, Ali will book the Old Library and liaise with Catering re. Refreshments. 
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A Facebook group will be created to encourage Emma students to attend the Hustings, which will 

also be advertised online and in ROAR! 

 

4. CUSU Referenda 

Ali told the Exec that there will soon be two major CUSU referenda: regarding (a) NUS 

affiliation and (b) the creation of a new ‘Student Support Caseworker’ post to replace the 

two separate CUSU and Graduate Welfare Officer positions. The referenda will take 

place on 4-9 Feb. 2000 students are required to vote for any action to occur. Luke is keen 

that Emmanuel students play a role. 

The referenda will be advertised by Tom and Will. The Exec will encourage Emma students to 

vote. 

 

5. Clubs and Societies Funding 

Ben told the Exec that applications for funding will be open shortly for approximately 10 

days.  

Will and Tom will advertise. 

 

6. Access Squash 

Yvonne informed the Exec that plans for this event are in place for Tuesday 2nd February 

in the Old Library. Students interested in Access Initiatives will be able to find out more. 

A talk about the Target Schools scheme is also being organised. 

The Shadowing Scheme will take place over the next three weekends. 

At the end of term, Yvonne and the Schools’ Liaison Officer hope to take an ‘Access Bus’ 

to Essex (Emma’s target area) to deliver talks to schools. 

Yvonne will confirm the details of the Access Squash with Tom and Will for advertising. 

Yvonne will confirm costings of the ‘Access Bus’ and form a proposal for the Master and Tutors 

Meeting. 

 

7. Teach First 

Luke explained that due to an error in Room Bookings, the scheduled Teach First talk 

will not go ahead.  

Luke may try to rearrange the talk. 

 

8. Chlamydia Screening 

Clem told the Exec that this has been booked for 7pm on 5th February in the Bar. There 

was some confusion regarding the incentives that will be offered to students for taking a 

test. 
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Clem will confirm details with Tom and Will so that the screening can be advertised to Emma 

students. The Exec will encourage others to go along. 

 

9. Exam Term Ideas Drinks 

Clem reminded the Exec that proposals for Exam Term Activities need to be submitted 

by the end of term. 

Ongoing consideration by Welfare and Academic Officers. 

 

10. South Court Incident 

Luke described the situation following a fire extinguisher being set off in South Court last  

weekend. It is felt by many students that Dr Barnes response is extreme, and that he is not 

fully informed about what happened. It is also felt that mass punishment of the residents of 

South Court is unfair and misjudged, particularly as the Bar attracts people from outside of 

South Court and, indeed, outside of College. Someone noted that the letter sent by Dr Barnes 

echoes recent heavy-handed responses to incidents in other colleges. 

Luke will discuss these issues with Dr Barnes in their meeting on Monday, presenting the 

students’ views. 

 

11. Kitchen Comment System 

Maiuran updated the Exec. The system has been well-used so far. 

Will and Tom will advertise the system more prominently. 

 

12. Website Updates 

The Exec were reminded to send profile information to Will for the ECSU website. 

 

 

13. Week 5 Comedy Night 

The Exec felt that this night should take place, despite its proximity in timing to the RAG 

Blind Date Event.  

Clem will look into organisation of the event. 

 

14. Board Games 

Sam brought up the provision of Board Games for the use of Emma students. This was a 

popular idea. Sam was unsure where the funding should come from. 

Sam will look into costings and form a proposal for this idea. 

 

Next meeting: 31 January 2010 at 5pm 
Distribution: Executive Members, college archives, ECSU website 


